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SENATE JO NT RESOLUTI ON

WHEREAS, The bounty of agriculture from the State of
IIlinois is a primary source of high-quality foods that
nouri sh the people of the world, and the global consunption
of the produce of Illinois' agriculture is expected to grow

at |l east three percent annually for the next two decades; and

WHEREAS, The markets for Illinois' agricultural products
are increasingly global and conplex, and Illinois farners,
mar ket ers, suppliers, and food, feed, fiber, and nedical and
industrial raw material processors have a need to take steps
to protect the viability of their operations against the
vagaries of the global agricultural market while taking

advant age of val ue-added opportunities; and

WHEREAS, In recent years, Illinois' farners, nmarketers,
suppliers, and food, feed, fiber, and nedical and industri al
raw material processors have responded to the wuncertainties
and conpl exities of global markets by entering into contracts
to stabilize producti on, delivery, and pricing of

agricultural products; and

WHEREAS, Illinois' agricultural econony has a need for a
consi stent framework for these contracts, so as to ensure
t hat efforts to reduce the wuncertainties of gl obal
agricultural markets that face Illinois' farmers, marketers,
suppliers, and food, feed, fiber, and nedical and industri al
raw material processors is done within a framework that s
fair to farnmers and processors; that inproves Illinois'
conpetitive advantage in retaining and attracting agriculture
and agriculture-rel ated businesses; and that increases the
conpetitive advantage of Illinois' agricultural products in

the grow ng gl obal markets; and

VWHEREAS, Illinois" |awrakers are challenged to respond to

the needs of Illinois' agricultural econony in a manner that
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is fair to every segnent of Illinois' agricultural econony
and that provides the greatest opportunity for the economc
viability and growt h of all conmponents of Illinois'

agricultural econony; therefore, be it

RESCLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE N NETY-SECOND GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF | LLI NO S, THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG HEREI N, that the Attorney General
and the Director of Agriculture are urged to convene a panel

of interested parties; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the panel should conduct an independent
review of the guidelines, rules, and laws that currently
apply to the execution and performance of agricultural
contracts in Illinois, with the purpose of determ ning what
protections are currently available under State and federal
| aw and of determning the need for further guidelines,
rules, or laws to assure clarity and basic fairness for
farmers, marketers, suppliers, and food, feed, fiber, and
medi cal and industrial raw nmaterial processors, that inprove
II'linois" conpetitive advantage in retaining and attracting
agriculture and agriculture-related businesses, and that
increase the conpetitive advantage of Illinois" agricultural

products in the growi ng gl obal markets; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the panel should conduct an independent

revi ew of t he types of agricul tural producti on,
production-rel at ed, mar ket i ng, and mar keti ng-rel ated
contracts currently being used in the State of Illinois, to

determne the inpact of the different types of avail able
contracts on Illinois" agricultural econony; and be it

further

RESOLVED, That the panel should reconmend specific types
of education to be offered for all sectors of Illinois'

agricultural econony to pronote the wunderstanding of the
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benefits and responsibilities of entering into agricultural
mar ket i ng, mar ket i ng-rel at ed, producti on, and

production-rel ated contracts; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the panel should nonitor the use of the
recommended education progr anms concer ni ng agricul tural

production and marketing contracts; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the panel should report to the General
Assenbly, no later than January 8, 2003, on its findings; and

be it further

RESCLVED, That the panel convened should be jointly
chaired by the Attorney General, or his or her designee, and
the Director of Agriculture, or his or her designee, and
should be conposed of representatives fromthe follow ng
groups: the Chairman of the Senate Agriculture Conmttee or
his or her designee; the Chairman of the House Agriculture
Commttee or his or her designee; one individual farner
nomnated by the Director of Agriculture; one individual

farmer nom nated by the Attorney CGeneral; one representative

nomnated by the |Illinois Farm Bureau; one representative
nom nated by the Illinois Farners' Union; one representative
nomnated by the Illinois Corn Gowers' Association; one
representative nomnated by the Illinois Soybean Associ ation;
one representative nomnated by the Illinois Specialty

Growers' Association; one representative nom nated by the
I11inois Fertilizer and Chem cal Associ ati on; one
representative nomnated by the G ain and Feed Associ ati on of
II'linois; one representative nomnated by the Illinois Seed
Trade Association; one representative nomnated by t he

M dwest Food Processors Association; one representative

nom nated by the Illinois Pork Producers Association; one
representative nomnated by the Illinois Beef Association;
one representative nom nated by t he I11inois Poul try

Associ ation; one representative nomnated by the Illinois
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M I k Producers Associ ation; and one representative nom nated

by the I'llinois Chanber of Comrerce; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the panel should neet as directed by the

Attorney General and the Director of Agriculture, and
representatives shall serve w thout conpensation; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That due to the technical |egal nature of the
contractual law issues that wll be reviewed by the panel
the representatives nay be assisted and advised by |egal
counsel of their choosing, at their own expense; the presence
of a representative's |egal counsel does not entitle that
representative to an additional vote in making the panel's

recommendati ons; and be it further

RESOLVED, That suitable copies of this resolution be
delivered to the Attorney GCeneral and the D rector of

Agricul ture.
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